[Low birth weight and risk of cardiovascular diseases].
An association between low birth weight and elevated triglyceride concentrations in later childhood was reported recently. The relationship with blood pressure was inconsistent. The relationship between birth weight and (risk factors for) late coronary disease can be explained by influences in early life or by other factor associated with low birth weight, such as socio-economic disadvantage. Several studies support the hypothesis that the intrauterine environment has an important effect on disease in later life.